
   
 
TO:  Gilberts Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee 
FROM:  Carol Brobeck, AICP, Senior Planner 
  Michael Blue, FAICP, Principal 
DATE:  November 11 , 2022 - UPDATED 
RE:   Draft Comprehensive Plan Vision Statement, Goals + Objectives 
 

The following draft Vision Statement, Goals and Objectives present key issues and opportunities 
identified as significant to Gilberts’ future.  The goals and objectives are derived from analysis 
of existing conditions and discussions with the community (residents, Steering Committee, 
Village staff, and other stakeholders) about desires, needs, and opportunities for the future.  
The goals and objectives function as a first draft of matters to be addressed in the Plan. They 
describe how the Plan will guide development and community enhancement, and the vision 
statement and goals describe long term community aspirations.  Together, they form the basis 
for preliminary plan recommendations to align community conditions and potentials with the 
community’s vision. 

There is no single, predefined direction for Gilberts, thus clearly articulating the community’s 
desired future in the plan is important.  The optimal future is, to an extent, determined by 
policy choices embedded within the goals and objectives.  Many of those choices can be 
encapsulated in the few questions below. The Steering Committee is asked to consider these 
and then keep them in mind while reviewing the draft goals and objectives.  

• What flavor of “small town” is desired for Gilberts – Is it a hide-a-way? A middle ground 
between urban and rural? Something else? 

• As neighboring suburban communities continue to develop around Gilberts, what does 
remaining a “small town” mean?  Does “small” really mean connected? Rural? 

• Most undeveloped land remains in private ownership – does the desire to retain open 
space mean there is support for conservation of undeveloped land? Preserve access to 
forest preserves? 

• The intersection of Route 72 at Tyrrell could be many things, but market demand plays a 
large part in how quickly it will development – does the community want to wait for 
100% commercial? Is a mix of commercial and residential uses acceptable?  Something 
else? 

• What locations are appropriate for light industrial uses, such as warehousing, logistics 
and assembly?   
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There are no right or wrong answers.  The upcoming Steering Committee meeting on 
November 14 will provide an opportunity to discuss these policy choices, confirm and refine the 
goals and objectives, and think more critically about goals and objectives for the subareas.   

This stage is important as it guides drafting of the Plan itself.  As you review the vision, goals 
and objectives in this draft, please consider how well each fits the desired future for Gilberts 
and note anything else that should be added.   
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DRAFT Vision Statement, Goals + Objectives 

For Review by the Steering Committee | November 10, 2022 

Purpose & Intent 

The goals and objectives are effectively a first draft of items to be addressed in the comprehensive plan 
and related preliminary recommendations – together, they represent the ideas and opportunities of the 
community, gathered through many, many conversations and feedback channels.  These aspirational 
statements convey the future the Gilberts community sees for itself and actions that support that 
desired future.  The comprehensive plan will expand upon these goals and objectives and establish 
recommendations to carry them out.   

1. Define existing conditions that are important to maintain – First and foremost, the purpose of 
a plan is to preserve community assets and essential positive qualities of the Village. Many of 
these are highlighted in the goals and objectives. Therefore, in reviewing the statements one 
may think “But we already do that, why wouldn’t we continue to do that? In fact, why is it even 
mentioned here?” The answer is that the goals and objectives are very much about conditions in 
the Village to be preserved. This is part of how the plan describes what’s important to Gilberts. If 
the goals and objectives only focus on matters to change or problems to fix, we might lose the 
fundamental factors that make the Village great.  

2. Describe conditions that aren’t here now but we want to accomplish – Goals and objectives 
primarily are about aspirations for the Village and how to move toward them. Some goals and 
objectives are very specific actions (i.e., change zoning along a corridor), and some are 
seemingly generic statements that few could disagree with (i.e., preserve open space). Both the 
specific and general statements are needed to paint a picture of the community Gilberts wants 
to be. We can’t predict every possible opportunity or change today, so the plan includes goals 
and objectives that describe end states by which future opportunities should be measured.  

3. Help to implement the plan – Comprehensive plans are implemented in three primary ways – 
budgetary decisions of the Village Board, development projects that occur in the Village, and by 
investment coming from grants or other external funds. The goals and objectives help remind 
elected officials of the implementation ideas raised in the community-wide planning process 
and give leaders confidence that taking such actions advances a community vision. Also, the 
goals and objectives help to determine if a development proposal is appropriate. When securing 
grants, any grantor will want to ensure that their investment is part of a logical and thought out 
spending and use program—like a comprehensive plan.  

4. Define intentionality of the plan – Sometimes, municipal governance hits a bump in the road. 
The Village may face a challenging budgetary decision, need to consider approval of a 
controversial development, or be faced with litigation on a zoning matter. In each of these cases 
the goals and objectives (and the full plan), help the Village show that decisions made were 
intentional and consistent with the plan. The plan, goals, and objectives shine light on how a 
decision can be reached and provides consistency in actions over time; this lets residents and 
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the business community know that the Village is acting logically and predictably. And if faced 
with the challenge of a land use related lawsuit, its shows that the Village has not been arbitrary 
or capricious in its decisions. 

5. Set the table for the rest of the plan – The goals and objectives are not the end of the story. 
There is much background, reasoning, imagery, and detail yet to be provided in the 
comprehensive plan. It is not the role of the goals and objectives to say everything, but rather to 
highlight the main ideas that are of importance to the Village.   

 

Goals and Objectives Defined 

Goals and objectives outline policies, programs, and further planning the Village looks to conduct in 
implementing this comprehensive plan. These statements reflect past planning efforts of the Village, 
community input to this plan, stakeholder input, and assessment of community conditions.   Organized 
by themes, these goals and objectives chart a course to reach the desired future.  

Goals are aspirational statements of Village ambitions for the future. They are not measurable and may 
not ultimately be fully achievable – but they spell out what the Village seeks to preserve, change, and 
become.  

Objectives are the actions or policies to be followed in pursuit of goals. Some are broad, some more 
specific. They do not come with a firm timeline and may be changed in their ultimate implementation. 
They likely require more thought, deliberation, and refinement as they are brought to fruition. But that 
is the model for how plans come about - the desired outcomes generally remain, the environment in 
which they may become reality is dynamic and the plan must be applied accordingly.  

 

Vision Statement 

The Village of Gilberts is a place to call home – a peaceful, affordable community for families; a 
supportive environment for entrepreneurs and growing businesses; a place that strives for 
balance and harmony between natural and human habitats. Gilberts is a sanctuary of tranquility 
- a community that values privacy, independence, and connectivity.  Quality of life in Gilberts is 
achieved by meeting and supporting residents’ social, recreational, and economic needs.  
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COMMUNITY CHARACTER 

Community Character is more than the architecture or design of a place, it is about what one does there, 
the comfort of the physical space, and the enjoyment of what one is doing (dining, playing in a park, 
shopping, etc.). The overall character of a community is more than the success or quality of these spaces 
and those associated feelings, it is about the experience and emotion of getting there on roads, 
sidewalks, paths, etc. Community character is not a few big things, but rather a large collection of little 
things. 

GOAL: Gilberts’ character reflects its unique positioning as the middle ground between urban 
and rural communities.   

Objective: Use placemaking strategies, such as consistent lighting posts and signage, to give 
Gilberts a recognizable community character to unify the community visually. 

Objective: Emphasize small town character in terms of development, community activities, and 
level of commercial development.  

GOAL: New development complements Gilberts’ small-town character. 

Objective: Adopt Design Guidelines for light industrial, commercial, and other employment 
uses. 
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COMMUNITY RESILIENCY 

Community Resiliency is about preparing for seen and unforeseen challenges such that the community is 
able to bounce back quickly from them.  Building resiliency is rooted in building a community that is 
sustainable environmentally and economically, where long-term impacts and opportunities are 
embedded in decision-making.  A resilient community is prepared to endure and recover from both 
difficult economic times and extreme weather events. 

GOAL: The Village of Gilberts is a resilient community, ready to face seen and unforeseen 
challenges. 

Objective: Encourage low-impact development (LID) design in new residential development to 
preserve the natural environment, habitats, soil health, and maintain highly pervious 
neighborhoods through natural stormwater retention. 

Objective: Encourage residential development that includes shared open spaces, internal 
walkways/connectivity, and access to surrounding open spaces, including environmentally 
sensitive areas. 

Objective: Better connect every household to a park, trail, forest preserve or other open space. 

Objective: Pursue development designs and village services that preserve and enhance safety 
for residents and visitors.  

GOAL: Utility infrastructure (water, sewer, stormwater) is of highest quality and has adequate 
capacity and to provide for current and future residents and businesses. 

Objective: Conduct an assessment of Village water + sewer systems to establish a baseline and 
inform capital improvements plans. 

Objective: Conduct a transportation assessment of roadways within the Village. 

GOAL: Village priorities and regulations for alternative energy systems are clear and approval 
processes are efficient for residents and developers. 

Objective: Review and refine the UDO to clearly communicate the Gilberts’ regulations and 
approval processes for alternative energy systems, solar, wind, geothermal, and EV charging.  

Objective: Communicate community benefits of opportunities alternative energy systems.  
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

A sound and stable business environment benefits the Village by supporting the tax base, providing for 
the needs of residents, and contributing to the overall character of the community.  Ensuring that 
Gilberts continues to be a great place to live, work, and play requires pursuing a range of opportunities 
that will include new development, redevelopment, and ultimately the reuse of existing structures. As 
seen in many places, the challenge with capitalizing on those opportunities is that key factors can be out 
of the Village’s control: regional and national real estate markets, decisions of national corporations, and 
property owners with differing objectives. 

GOAL: Gilberts is home to a range of businesses + employment uses. 

Objective: Refine the Village’s Economic Development Strategy to reflect the community vision 
and economic considerations. 

Objective: Find opportunities to expand the number of commercial businesses + employment 
uses to increase local shopping and dining within Gilberts. 

Objective: Attract new businesses, including light industrial uses and entrepreneurial ventures 
to the Gilberts Industrial Park. 

Objective: Use TIF funds and work with business and property owners in the Gilberts Industrial 
Park to enhance the overall appearance of the area and properties there.  

Objective: Encourage business expansion and stronger business relationships by supporting 
Network Gilberts. 

Objective: Continue to partner with the Northern Kane County Chamber of Commerce to 
encourage entrepreneurial support, including networking, resources, and educational 
opportunities. 

Objective: Market the Village’s location near large scale retail and logistics businesses to attract 
related or spinoff development to serve residents (such as family entertainment or restaurants, 
and business and personal services). 

GOAL: Commercial + Retail uses are economically sustainable, cater to locals, and attract 
visitors. 

Objective: Review zoning and work with property owners to expand retail uses at prime 
locations within the Village: the Higgins Road / Tyrrell Road intersection; along the south side of 
Huntley Road; and at the intersection of Galligan and Freeman. 
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Objective: Encourage additional businesses that provide goods and services geared toward 
youth + families. 

Objective: Encourage commercial + retail uses that complement Gilbert’s character, such as 
farm stands and local shops and restaurants. 

Objective: Identify and pursue logistics and light industrial uses along frontages of I-90.  
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MOBILITY + CONNECTIVITY 

Transportation planning is about more than simply building efficient roadways for cars.  It encompasses 
many more modes of travel, especially active transportation networks such as sidewalks, pedestrian 
crossings, bicycle infrastructure, access to public transit, accessibility for people with disabilities, and 
shared uses such as scooters.  

GOAL: Gilberts is a safe place for everyone to move around safely and independently, especially 
youth and the elderly. 

Objective: Assure connectivity for the entire community through multi-use paths and/or trails 
which connect within Gilberts and to regional paths/trails. 

Objective: Work with IDOT to retrofit or rebuild the bridge over I-90 to include a 
pedestrian/bike path to safely connect the north and south residential areas of Gilberts. 

Objective: Implement a gateway and wayfinding program to help people know they are in 
Gilberts and find recreational, commercial, open space and community facilities.  

Objective: Adopt a Complete Streets Policy. 

GOAL: Gilberts’ residents and employees have convenient access to employment hubs and 
opportunities locally and regionally. 

Objective: Actively participate in intergovernmental planning for anticipated future roadway 
improvements, such as the widening of Higgins Road. 

Objective: Incorporate pedestrian and bike infrastructure along roads that connect to regional 
routes to enhance accessibility + safety. 

Objective: Continue to maintain a relationship and open communication with RTA and PACE 
Bus. 

Objective: Support the construction of an additional I-90 interchange to serve Gilberts. 
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NATURAL ASSETS, OPEN SPACE + RECREATION 

Natural Assets, Open Space + Recreation are a focus on the health and wellness of the land and the 
people.  The community benefits in multiple ways from natural assets – from stormwater flooding 
mitigation to the mental + physical benefits of living closer to nature.  The Gilberts community has a 
strong affinity for open space and values living close to nature.  The comprehensive plan is an 
opportunity to start discussing how to preserve and protect natural assets. These discussions are with 
stakeholders in the community and the other jurisdictions about how development can enhance the 
connection between the built and natural environments. 

GOAL: Gilberts is a community rich in parkland, open space, and opportunities to interact with 
the natural environment. 

Objective: Enhance safety and connectivity to parkland and open spaces by planning safe 
routes to parks in all new developments and identifying opportunities to add paths in existing 
developments.  

Objective: Work with other jurisdictions to revisit UDO land dedication requirements for 
residential subdivisions to ensure adequate future facilities for residents.  

Objective: Revisit UDO requirements for residential subdivisions to ensure open spaces are 
located in new developments and provide or enhance connectivity to parks and other 
destinations.  

Objective: Create / enhance trail connections to local / neighboring parkland and conservation 
areas, such as Kane County Forest Preserves. 

Objective: Close sidewalk gaps between residential neighborhoods and between residential 
areas and main roads. 

GOAL: The trail system within Gilberts provides a safe, alternative way to get around for 
recreation and transportation. 

Objective: Identify roadways/routes for future trails, key sidewalk connections, and funding 
sources to create a pedestrian/bike network. 

Objective: Revise UDO to allow for / require bike parking. 

Objective: Create visual cues to identify bicycle routes (markings, sharrows, signage, etc.) 

Objective: Host community rides to enhance knowledge of the routes and create familiarity to 
enhance comfort. 
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HOUSING 

Housing in Gilberts primarily includes single-family dwellings. For the most part, housing is affordable for 
young families, empty nesters, and people who work in the Village. Gilberts attracts families looking for 
affordable homes in a supportive and welcoming small-town community.  With recent and ongoing 
residential development, how can Gilberts retain its small-town character, culture and feel as the 
community continues to grow?  While schoolchildren have historically grown up together, new housing 
units are planned in adjacent school districts.  The comprehensive plan is the forum to consider and 
discuss challenges and establish objectives for addressing them. This will set a baseline for further Village 
consideration and planning for the housing needs of its current residents and prepare for future 
residents.   

GOAL: Gilberts is a Quiet, Affordable Place to Live 

Objective: Provide for a range of housing types within the Village to make the community more 
accessible to young families though UDO refinements.  

Objective: Encourage denser residential development (such as townhomes and apartments) at 
major intersections + along regional corridors, such as Higgins Road. 

GOAL: Gilberts’ residential areas are walkable, connected, and facilitate access to recreation 
and open space. 

Objective: Revise Unified Development Ordinance to emphasize desired residential 
development types, recreation + open space, and connections. 

GOAL: Preserve existing housing stock. 

Objective: Encourage regular maintenance and repairs to older homes through resources and 
assistance programs to homeowners. 

Objective: Review Unified Development Ordinance to reflect the future vision of Old Town. 

Objective: Continue to protect rural estates and rural residences through zoning to perpetuate 
the ability for residents to enjoy a more rural lifestyle in town. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES, ACTIVITIES + PROGRAMS 

Community services, activities and programs are building blocks for community well-being and 
strengthening social interaction.  Events and activities, such as Community Days, enhance community 
identity, and create opportunities for residents to engage and socialize.  Affordable services attract 
families looking for stability and community.  Recreational programs encourage a healthy and vibrant 
community. 

GOAL: Quality community services and administration for Village residents, businesses, and 
property owners. 

Objective: Establish a new municipal center along Higgins Road with the potential to house 
multiple governmental facilities together. 

Objective: Identify opportunities for a permanent library presence in Gilberts. 

Objective: Maintain quality and cost effective Village services for the community.  

Objective: Work with surrounding communities to update or establish intergovernmental and 
boundary agreements.  

Objective: Coordinate with taxing jurisdictions serving the Village to identify service, facility, 
and equipment sharing needs as a way to keep service costs down.  

GOAL: Access to recreation facilities and youth activities and programming is excellent and 
affordable. 

Objective: Continue to provide Gilberts residents’ information about regional programs, 
services, events and natural assets. 

Objective: Identify opportunities for private providers to sponsor recreational and sports 
activities in the Village. 

Objective: Continue to host family-oriented events such as Community Days.  

Objective: Create a Recreation Facilities + Activities Task Force to identify specific recreation 
needs of the community and how these can be effectively met. 
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FUTURE LAND USE PLAN 

Goal: A community with balanced land uses that meet the needs of all residents and other 
stakeholders.  

Objective: Pursue a development pattern those respects, supports, and protects existing 
residential development of the Village.  

Objective: Ensure that new development is interconnected with existing parts of the Village by 
trails, sidewalks, and roads.  

Objective: Ensure that new, residential development is well buffered from adjacent 
nonresidential uses, and conversely that any new nonresidential development is well buffered 
from existing or anticipated future residential uses.  

Objective: Review current UDO to identify ways to enhance current development and 
development review practices.  

GOAL: Connect residents conveniently and safely to the northern portions of the Village and 
recreational and community destinations. 

Objective: Ensure that ongoing development of The Conservancy continues to meet proposed 
connectivity within and beyond the development.  

Objective: Incorporate pedestrian and bicycle trails within and beyond future developments in 
this area. 

Objective: Ensure that development along Galligan and Freeman Roads is walkable, allowing for 
safe and efficient pedestrian and bike movement between residential neighborhoods, 
commercial, and institutional uses. 
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SUBAREA: Route 72 / Tyrrell Area 

GOAL: As the eastern gateway into Gilberts, the intersection draws in visitors and provides 
shopping and dining opportunities for residents. 

Objective: Consider proposals for nonretail commercial or industrial development along Higgins 
Road away from key intersections, where traffic counts are relatively low.  

Objective: Consider proposals for development of townhome/apartment uses at the northeast 
quadrant of the intersection. 

Objective: Encourage commercial development at the northwest and southeast quadrants of 
the intersection. 

 

SUBAREA: Route 72 / Big Timber Road area 

GOAL: A development area that has a unique character and is connected to the balance of the 
Village. 

Objective: Ensure that new residential development in the Higgins Road and Big Timber area 
(south of I-90) is interconnected via trails and sidewalks and well connected to nearby 
destinations such that automobile use is not required.  

Objective: Ensure that new development in the Higgins Road and Big Timber area (south of I-
90) is accessible to and from existing portions of the Village.   

Objective: Zoning for residential development in this area will expand dwelling types in Gilberts.  

Objective: Consider unique subdivision development in the area that attract new types of 
development such as estate residential homes, “agrihoods”, or low impact development (LID) 
that naturally manages stormwater.  
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SUBAREA: SW Quadrant at Galligan Road / Huntley Road area 

GOAL: A northern gateway to the community that advances development and economic 
development needs of the Village.  

Objective: Zone for commercial or mixed-use development near the intersection of Galligan and 
Huntley Roads, accessible from both Huntley Road (for regional retail uses) and walkable for 
nearby residential neighborhoods (for local residents’ needs). 

Objective: Allow for more intensive development near the intersection of Huntley and Galligan 
Roads, acknowledging that Huntley Road is becoming a more significant thoroughfare. 


	COMMUNITY CHARACTER
	GOAL: Gilberts’ character reflects its unique positioning as the middle ground between urban and rural communities.
	Objective: Use placemaking strategies, such as consistent lighting posts and signage, to give Gilberts a recognizable community character to unify the community visually.
	Objective: Emphasize small town character in terms of development, community activities, and level of commercial development.

	GOAL: New development complements Gilberts’ small-town character.
	Objective: Adopt Design Guidelines for light industrial, commercial, and other employment uses.


	COMMUNITY RESILIENCY
	GOAL: The Village of Gilberts is a resilient community, ready to face seen and unforeseen challenges.
	Objective: Encourage low-impact development (LID) design in new residential development to preserve the natural environment, habitats, soil health, and maintain highly pervious neighborhoods through natural stormwater retention.
	Objective: Encourage residential development that includes shared open spaces, internal walkways/connectivity, and access to surrounding open spaces, including environmentally sensitive areas.
	Objective: Better connect every household to a park, trail, forest preserve or other open space.
	Objective: Pursue development designs and village services that preserve and enhance safety for residents and visitors.

	GOAL: Utility infrastructure (water, sewer, stormwater) is of highest quality and has adequate capacity and to provide for current and future residents and businesses.
	Objective: Conduct an assessment of Village water + sewer systems to establish a baseline and inform capital improvements plans.
	Objective: Conduct a transportation assessment of roadways within the Village.

	GOAL: Village priorities and regulations for alternative energy systems are clear and approval processes are efficient for residents and developers.
	Objective: Review and refine the UDO to clearly communicate the Gilberts’ regulations and approval processes for alternative energy systems, solar, wind, geothermal, and EV charging.
	Objective: Communicate community benefits of opportunities alternative energy systems.


	ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
	GOAL: Gilberts is home to a range of businesses + employment uses.
	Objective: Refine the Village’s Economic Development Strategy to reflect the community vision and economic considerations.
	Objective: Find opportunities to expand the number of commercial businesses + employment uses to increase local shopping and dining within Gilberts.
	Objective: Attract new businesses, including light industrial uses and entrepreneurial ventures to the Gilberts Industrial Park.
	Objective: Use TIF funds and work with business and property owners in the Gilberts Industrial Park to enhance the overall appearance of the area and properties there.
	Objective: Encourage business expansion and stronger business relationships by supporting Network Gilberts.
	Objective: Continue to partner with the Northern Kane County Chamber of Commerce to encourage entrepreneurial support, including networking, resources, and educational opportunities.
	Objective: Market the Village’s location near large scale retail and logistics businesses to attract related or spinoff development to serve residents (such as family entertainment or restaurants, and business and personal services).

	GOAL: Commercial + Retail uses are economically sustainable, cater to locals, and attract visitors.
	Objective: Review zoning and work with property owners to expand retail uses at prime locations within the Village: the Higgins Road / Tyrrell Road intersection; along the south side of Huntley Road; and at the intersection of Galligan and Freeman.
	Objective: Encourage additional businesses that provide goods and services geared toward youth + families.
	Objective: Encourage commercial + retail uses that complement Gilbert’s character, such as farm stands and local shops and restaurants.
	Objective: Identify and pursue logistics and light industrial uses along frontages of I-90.


	MOBILITY + CONNECTIVITY
	GOAL: Gilberts is a safe place for everyone to move around safely and independently, especially youth and the elderly.
	Objective: Assure connectivity for the entire community through multi-use paths and/or trails which connect within Gilberts and to regional paths/trails.
	Objective: Work with IDOT to retrofit or rebuild the bridge over I-90 to include a pedestrian/bike path to safely connect the north and south residential areas of Gilberts.
	Objective: Implement a gateway and wayfinding program to help people know they are in Gilberts and find recreational, commercial, open space and community facilities.
	Objective: Adopt a Complete Streets Policy.

	GOAL: Gilberts’ residents and employees have convenient access to employment hubs and opportunities locally and regionally.
	Objective: Actively participate in intergovernmental planning for anticipated future roadway improvements, such as the widening of Higgins Road.
	Objective: Incorporate pedestrian and bike infrastructure along roads that connect to regional routes to enhance accessibility + safety.
	Objective: Continue to maintain a relationship and open communication with RTA and PACE Bus.
	Objective: Support the construction of an additional I-90 interchange to serve Gilberts.


	NATURAL ASSETS, OPEN SPACE + RECREATION
	GOAL: Gilberts is a community rich in parkland, open space, and opportunities to interact with the natural environment.
	Objective: Enhance safety and connectivity to parkland and open spaces by planning safe routes to parks in all new developments and identifying opportunities to add paths in existing developments.
	Objective: Work with other jurisdictions to revisit UDO land dedication requirements for residential subdivisions to ensure adequate future facilities for residents.
	Objective: Revisit UDO requirements for residential subdivisions to ensure open spaces are located in new developments and provide or enhance connectivity to parks and other destinations.
	Objective: Create / enhance trail connections to local / neighboring parkland and conservation areas, such as Kane County Forest Preserves.
	Objective: Close sidewalk gaps between residential neighborhoods and between residential areas and main roads.

	GOAL: The trail system within Gilberts provides a safe, alternative way to get around for recreation and transportation.
	Objective: Identify roadways/routes for future trails, key sidewalk connections, and funding sources to create a pedestrian/bike network.
	Objective: Revise UDO to allow for / require bike parking.
	Objective: Create visual cues to identify bicycle routes (markings, sharrows, signage, etc.)
	Objective: Host community rides to enhance knowledge of the routes and create familiarity to enhance comfort.


	HOUSING
	GOAL: Gilberts is a Quiet, Affordable Place to Live
	Objective: Provide for a range of housing types within the Village to make the community more accessible to young families though UDO refinements.
	Objective: Encourage denser residential development (such as townhomes and apartments) at major intersections + along regional corridors, such as Higgins Road.

	GOAL: Gilberts’ residential areas are walkable, connected, and facilitate access to recreation and open space.
	Objective: Revise Unified Development Ordinance to emphasize desired residential development types, recreation + open space, and connections.

	GOAL: Preserve existing housing stock.
	Objective: Encourage regular maintenance and repairs to older homes through resources and assistance programs to homeowners.


	COMMUNITY SERVICES, ACTIVITIES + PROGRAMS
	GOAL: Quality community services and administration for Village residents, businesses, and property owners.
	Objective: Establish a new municipal center along Higgins Road with the potential to house multiple governmental facilities together.
	Objective: Identify opportunities for a permanent library presence in Gilberts.
	Objective: Maintain quality and cost effective Village services for the community.
	Objective: Work with surrounding communities to update or establish intergovernmental and boundary agreements.
	Objective: Coordinate with taxing jurisdictions serving the Village to identify service, facility, and equipment sharing needs as a way to keep service costs down.

	GOAL: Access to recreation facilities and youth activities and programming is excellent and affordable.
	Objective: Continue to provide Gilberts residents’ information about regional programs, services, events and natural assets.
	Objective: Identify opportunities for private providers to sponsor recreational and sports activities in the Village.
	Objective: Continue to host family-oriented events such as Community Days.
	Objective: Create a Recreation Facilities + Activities Task Force to identify specific recreation needs of the community and how these can be effectively met.


	FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
	Goal: A community with balanced land uses that meet the needs of all residents and other stakeholders.
	Objective: Pursue a development pattern those respects, supports, and protects existing residential development of the Village.
	Objective: Ensure that new development is interconnected with existing parts of the Village by trails, sidewalks, and roads.
	Objective: Ensure that new, residential development is well buffered from adjacent nonresidential uses, and conversely that any new nonresidential development is well buffered from existing or anticipated future residential uses.
	Objective: Review current UDO to identify ways to enhance current development and development review practices.

	GOAL: Connect residents conveniently and safely to the northern portions of the Village and recreational and community destinations.
	Objective: Ensure that ongoing development of The Conservancy continues to meet proposed connectivity within and beyond the development.
	Objective: Incorporate pedestrian and bicycle trails within and beyond future developments in this area.
	Objective: Ensure that development along Galligan and Freeman Roads is walkable, allowing for safe and efficient pedestrian and bike movement between residential neighborhoods, commercial, and institutional uses.


	SUBAREA: Route 72 / Tyrrell Area
	GOAL: As the eastern gateway into Gilberts, the intersection draws in visitors and provides shopping and dining opportunities for residents.
	Objective: Consider proposals for nonretail commercial or industrial development along Higgins Road away from key intersections, where traffic counts are relatively low.
	Objective: Consider proposals for development of townhome/apartment uses at the northeast quadrant of the intersection.
	Objective: Encourage commercial development at the northwest and southeast quadrants of the intersection.


	SUBAREA: Route 72 / Big Timber Road area
	GOAL: A development area that has a unique character and is connected to the balance of the Village.
	Objective: Ensure that new residential development in the Higgins Road and Big Timber area (south of I-90) is interconnected via trails and sidewalks and well connected to nearby destinations such that automobile use is not required.
	Objective: Ensure that new development in the Higgins Road and Big Timber area (south of I-90) is accessible to and from existing portions of the Village.

	Objective: Zoning for residential development in this area will expand dwelling types in Gilberts.
	Objective: Consider unique subdivision development in the area that attract new types of development such as estate residential homes, “agrihoods”, or low impact development (LID) that naturally manages stormwater.


	SUBAREA: SW Quadrant at Galligan Road / Huntley Road area
	GOAL: A northern gateway to the community that advances development and economic development needs of the Village.
	Objective: Zone for commercial or mixed-use development near the intersection of Galligan and Huntley Roads, accessible from both Huntley Road (for regional retail uses) and walkable for nearby residential neighborhoods (for local residents’ needs).
	Objective: Allow for more intensive development near the intersection of Huntley and Galligan Roads, acknowledging that Huntley Road is becoming a more significant thoroughfare.



